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Social networks and groups
Question 1
In-group/out-group dynamics have influenced me in various ways. First, I find myself doing things I didn't initially intend to do. I am influenced to do what my group members are doing. For example, I may find myself going to watch football even when I had not intended to. Since my in-group partners consist of Chelsea fans, I never miss any Chelsea match. This is because even if Chelsea loses, we comfort each other. Also, being a Chelsea fan has made me like the blue color, and it is my favorite color.
On the other hand, red is my worst color because it is the uniform of rivals Manchester United. I refrain from walking with Manchester United fans because they always attack Chelsea fans. Additionally, since I am a Christian in-group dynamics have made me love my fellow Christians and hate non-Christians. I am always biased towards my fellow Christian students. For example, if I were to offer assistance between two students, one Christian and the other a Muslim, I will help the Christian and leave the Muslim. If a Muslim and the Christian were to advise me, I would take the advice of the Christian and ignore that of the Muslim. In-group/out-group dynamics have led to two major political parties in the US: Republicans and Democrats. These two political parties hold different views in terms of philosophy, economic ideas, stance on the death penalty, abortion, and LGBT rights. 

Question 2
The partisan alignment between Republicans and Democrats has increased from 15% in 1994 to close to 40% in 2017. This is according to a Pew research study. The gap between the democrats and republicans continue to widen. Republicans have shifted to the right while Democrats have shifted to the left. Ideological polarization and partisan animosity have also increased since 1994. The republicans and democrats are more ideologically divided. Tensions have risen between the two rival groups, and bipartisanship is dead. According to Jennifer McCoy, elections have been of high stake; each member wants their team to win. She points out the change in alignment was caused by the economic recession in 2000 and the Great Recession of 2008.  
Question 3
              The divisions in politics have left us vulnerable in many ways. First, the divisions have made most of the inhabitants uncomfortable. The most vulnerable groups are blacks, women, Latinos, immigrants, and Muslims. It has led to the violation of the rights of the vulnerable groups, mainly due to white supremacy. The divisions have derailed us in terms of the services we get from the government. For example, the Affordable Care Act bill was supported by the Democrats, but the Republicans tried to repeal it. Many bills which would be helpful to us have failed to be passed due to political divisions. These divisions have fractured relationships, including religious, community, family, and neighborhood. Outside America, political divisions have been the leading cause of civil wars and massacres. In many countries in Asia and Africa, many civil wars have been caused by political divisions. For example, there have been vicious wars in Kenya after every election as rival groups claim victory. Political divisions in those countries have caused most civil wars in DRC Congo, Uganda, Somalia, and many other African countries.

Question 4
                  We can close the divide in our country by changing our perspective of thinking towards others. We should see other people as equally important as we are. We should avoid egocentrism and superiority complex. Also, we should not always oppose others' views without reasonable grounds. Most importantly, we can bridge the divide by seeing the worth of others and removing the mindset that the others are inferior to us. I believe we must change our mindset towards how we view others for us to see their worth. We should avoid stereotyping and discrimination, whether based on color, race, religion, gender, or class. 
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